WORKING PRINCIPLES 


ES: "On the contrary. It is the French who, like most 
continentals, are more strongly influenced by the sun 
than they are by the moon. It is the English who, like 
most island dwellers, are more strongly influenced by 
the moon than they are by the sun. Think for example 
about the five republics that the French have had: I 
(September 21, 1792 to May 28, 1804) II (February 25, 
1848 to December 1, 1852) III (1870 to June 1940) Iv 
(June 1944 to 1958) V (1958 to the present) and think 
about the last thousand years of English history. Is 
not the political history of France solar? Is not the 
political history of England lunar? Louis XIV after 
all did not call himself "le roi lunaire" rather "le 
roi soleil" [How would the history of the world be 
different if "le roi soleil" had regarded himself as 
"le roi lunaire"?] Think similarly about French and 
English art. Think for example about Cockaigne Over- 
ture of Sir Edward Elgar Que ma joie demeure of Jean 
Giono The Merry Wives of Windsor of William Shakespeare 
L'Arlésienne Suite No. 2 of Georges Bizet Chacony in 

G "London" of Henry Purcell View at Narni of Jean- 
Baptiste Camille Corot (1826-1827, oil on canvas, 28" 

X 38", National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa) Dido Building 
Carthage of J. M. W- Turner (1815, oil on canvas, 60 
1/2" X 89 1/2", National Gallery, London) The Slave of 
Henri Matisse (1900-1903, bronze, height 36 1/4", Bal- 
timore Museum of Art, Cone Collection). Are not the 
second, fourth, sixth and eighth of those works of 

art clearly solar? Are not the first, third, fifth 
and seventh of those works clearly lunar? Why then 
you ask are the English lunar whereas the French are 
solar? Is it not because the English are island dwel- 
lers whereas the French are not? Is it not because the 
English in focusing on their national borders focus to 
a large extent on water (because they do the Clipping 
Hymn is annually sung in the churchyard at Painswick 

in Gloucestershire on September 21 by English persons 
who literally form a circle around the church) whereas 
most continentals in focusing on their national borders 
focus to a large extent not exclusively certainly on 
land (were the French for example to sing the Clipping 
Hymn at Painswick on September 21 they would stand in formation 
in front of the church)? Is it not because water borders are 
rarely if ever arbitrary whereas land borders frequently are? 

{Is that not why the French and the English can never agree as 

to what is necessary and what is arbitrary? Is that not why that 
which is regarded as necessary by the English (for example mon- 
archy) is regarded as arbitrary by the French and vice versa?]" 





